
MEMO 

DATE: 1/18/2016 

TO: Middlebury Selectboard 

CC: Kathleen Ramsay, Town Manager 

FROM: Middlebury Planning Commission 

RE: Statement of Consensus Principles regarding Solar Siting in the Town of Middlebury 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The following statement of principles has been endorsed by the Middlebury Planning Commission, and 

is submitted for your consideration.  The purpose of developing this statement of consensus principles 

around the issue of solar siting is to put people on notice that we care, and to provide information to the 

Public Service Board about the way the Town of Middlebury feels about solar siting.  We hope that you 

will consider sharing this statement with local Legislators. 

The Middlebury Town Plan promotes the development and the use of renewables for the Town and 

encourages exploring ways to “promote energy independence wherever feasible”.  However, the 

Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) recognizes that large-scale solar development, if not sited 

properly, poses a threat to scenic and natural resources and quality of life for the residents of the Town 

of Middlebury.  The Solar Task Force was created to look at the potential impacts of solar development 

within the Town, and developed a list of consensus principles which were presented to the MPC on 

11/16/15 and were revised by the MPC on 12/21/15. 

The Middlebury Planning Commission endorses the following consensus principles, regarding 

solar development within the Town of Middlebury: 

1. The “No Surprise Rule”.  Developers are strongly encouraged to meet in advance with the 
Town Planner and Planning Commission to discuss siting of any ground-mounted system. While 
this is not a requirement of state law for smaller systems (150kW) this advance notice should be 
viewed as a good neighbor policy with an emphasis on transparency.  For Projects larger than 150 
kW state law does require the towns to receive a 45- day notice before a Certificate of Public 
Good is applied for. 
 

2. The Town Planning Commission will be encouraged to work with solar and renewable 

developers, utilities, any other organization promoting solar and renewable developers to help 

facilitate optimum siting for the community and to reach the Town goal of energy independence. 

 

3. Adopt the setback and screening guidelines set forth in Act 56, which will be applied by the PSB 

when considering 248 permit applications, as a foundation for developing town standards.  

Installations should respond to the individual challenges and assets of a site, and cumulative 

effects of multiple projects should be taken into consideration. 

 



4. Encourage the PSB to use its broad discretion already embodied in state law when it makes 

permit decisions. This can include urging the parties to work with each other to see if there can 

be dispute resolution and mutual accommodation over siting.   

 

5. The Town of Middlebury respects the role of the PSB in making ultimate energy siting decisions 

with the provision that the state regulatory agency uses its inherent power of discretion to 

consider the views concerns of communities, as described in the Town Plan and local zoning 

regulations. 

 

7. Encourage the town permitting system to recommend that all public and commercial buildings 

be built with roofs to support solar installations solar ready (roofs, wiring, etc.). 

 

On a Motion by Sam Ostrow, seconded by Sarah Peluso, the Planning Commission voted to adopt the 

above resolution, motion passed 5-0: 

Approved Jan 04, 2016 

Consensus principals accepted by the Energy Committee on February 10, 2016, as amended (amendments 

shown above in red). 

 


